THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

before, began to address love speeches to her; and
just at that moment Lysander, followed by Hermia
(for through Puck's unlucky mistake it was now
become HermiaJs turn to run after her lover), made
his appearance, and then Lysander and Demetrius,
both speaking together, made love to.Helena, they-
being each one under the influence of the same potent
charm.

The astonished Helena thought that Demetrius,
Lysander, and her once dear friend Hermia were a41 in
a plot together to make a jest of her.

Hermia was as much surprised as Helena: she knew
not why Lysander and Demetrius, who both before
loved her, were now become the lovers of Helena,
and to Hermia the matter seemed to be no jest;

The ladies, who before had always been the dearest
of friends, now fell to high words together.

"Unkind Hermia./' said Helena, "it is you have set
Lysander on to vex me with mock praises; and your
other lover Demetrius, who used almost to spurn me
with his foot, have you not bid him call me goddess,
nymph, rare, precious, and celestial? He would not
speak thus to me, whom he hates, if you did not set
him on to make a jest of me. Unkind Hermia tof join
with men in scorning your poor friend. Have you.
forgot our School-day friendship? Ho w often, Hermia,
have we two, sitting on one cushion, both singing one
song, with our needles working the same flower, both
on the same sampler wrought, growing up together
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